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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

US EPA REGISTERS SPINOSAD FOR STORED GRAIN PROTECTION
INDIANAPOLIS – January 19, 2005 – Earlier this month the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a registration for the use of spinosad, a product developed and manufactured by Dow AgroSciences LLC, as a stored grain and seed protectant on commodities including wheat, corn, rice, oats, sorghum/milo and barley.   Spinosad provides excellent control of key grain and seed pests, including Indian meal moth, lesser grain borer and other pests.
Based on a commitment to working with the stored grain industry to introduce spinosad-branded products while ensuring conformity with industry standards, Dow AgroSciences will delay commercialization of products in the United States under this registration until key international trade standards or registrations have been obtained.
According to Tim Hassinger, global business leader, Dow AgroSciences, “When commercialized, this spinosad product will provide growers an excellent tool to control several hard-to-manage pests in stored grain.  However, since the grains that will be treated with spinosad are traded on a global basis,” Hassinger added, “it is in the best interest of everyone to delay its commercial launch until the appropriate standards or registrations are established in key countries where U.S. grain is exported.”

A member of the Naturalyte® insect control class of insecticides, spinosad’s combination of good performance characteristics with its favorable environmental profile has made it a leading insecticide product in the United States.  Spinosad formulations, including one designated for use by organic farmers, are registered for use in over 200 row and specialty crops.  Spinosad is one of the fastest growing crop protection products worldwide.
Dow AgroSciences, with support from U.S. commercial partners Gustafson and Agriliance, will be working closely with key industry trade associations and other stakeholders, such as CODEX, to establish and synchronize key international trade standards for this spinosad application as soon as possible.  
Spinosad was awarded the 1999 Presidential Green Chemistry Challenge Award in the U.S. and spinosad products have been registered under the U.S. EPA reduced risk pesticide program due to their favorable environmental profiles.

Dow AgroSciences, based in Indianapolis, Indiana, USA, is a global leader in providing pest management and biotechnology products that improve the quality and quantity of the earth’s food supply and contribute to the health and quality of life of the world’s growing population.  Dow AgroSciences has approximately 6,000 people in over 50 countries dedicated to its business, and has worldwide sales of more than U.S. $2.7 billion.  Dow AgroSciences is a wholly owned indirect subsidiary of The Dow Chemical Company.
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Always read and follow label directions.
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