Joint Deliverables from the 4th AKI Board Meeting held on November 17, 2006 in New Delhi

Focus Area 1: Human Resources and Institutional Building

(i) The Borlaug Fellowship programme will continue. The international travel cost will be borne by India and the Fellowship will be named Indo-US Borlaug Fellowships.  About 12 Borlaug Fellows will be identified by June 2007 for training in the US in the year 2007-08, for 4-6 weeks.

(ii) Under Human Resource and Institutional Capacity Building, collaborative research projects will be identified and operationalized.

(iii) A Joint Workshop on Curriculum Development in emerging areas of agriculture and rural development in collaboration with US Land Grant Universities in January 2007.

(iv) Strengthening the Indian Library and Information System in cooperation with the US National Agricultural Library will take place in spring 2007.

(v) Indo US Workshop for public-private partnership on AKI focus areas.

(vi) Leadership development for Agricultural Research and management – NASULGC agreed to support two persons at 50 per cent fee, which includes boarding and lodging as well. 

Focus Area 2: Food Processing and Marketing

(vii) Three Workshops for Training the Master Trainers will be undertaken in the Food Safety SPS and related issues under the broad area of agri-processing and marketing in India during 2007.

(viii) A workshop on “Food Safety, and Animal and Plant Health Regulatory Frameworks” will be organized in the USA during the beginning of the year 2007.

(ix) Proposals will be developed for Cold Chain for food and vegetables by involving CIPHET, (ICAR) Ludhiana and development of Cold Chain for fish and marine produce by involving CIFT (ICAR), Kochi during 2007.

(x) Three workshops to strengthen cold chain infrastructure will be organized in India during 2007, including handling of selected horticultural crops.

(xi) Joint food processing research in one or two identified areas will be initiated in 2007.

(xii) Opportunities for US investment in Post Harvest Infrastructure will be identified by both sides in preparation for the Trade and Investment Mission.

(xiii) A workshop on Contract Farming will be organized in mid 2007 in India

(xiv) Cochran Fellowship Program will continue in 2007 in the food processing and marketing area for up to 12 Fellows.

Focus Area 3 – Biotechnology

(xv) An International Workshop will be held in India on “Harnessing the Benefits of Biotechnology” before the end of year 2007.

(xvi) Under the “Pigeon pea Genomics Initiative”, the activities in regard to genomics using ESTs, SNPs, QTLs, SSRs, BAC library etc. will be carried out in active collaboration of Indian Partners with the UC Davis, California in 2007. 

(xvii) Development of collaborative research projects on drought/salinity tolerance in crops will be undertaken in 2007.

(xviii) Cassava functional Genomics: India will develop a joint program with US partners.

(xix) Development of research projects and exploration of funding support will be undertaken for virus resistance transgenic crops in one or two of the following,

· Papaya ring spot

· Cassava mosaic

· Banana bunchy top

· Groundnut bud necrosis

· Tomato leaf curl

· Potato leaf curl

(xx) India biotechnology training program in biosafety will be funded by US Trade Development Agency (USTDA) in 2007. 

Focus Area 4 – Water Resource Management

(xxi) Collaborative research project in Water Management would be put in place as concurrent activities matching the four NASULGC–mediated projects in specified areas with specified job to be performed on a time scale. On other areas concept notes will be exchanged and detailed project proposals will be developed in the areas as agreed in 2nd AKI Board Meeting.

