Academic Cooperation Between 

Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture & Technology, India and
Kansas State University, USA

Work Plan

Background
Kansas State University has excellent agricultural education and research programmes that made significant contributions to HRD and scientific agriculture, particularly in production and agri-input management. For creating synergy between strengths of MPUAT and advancement of KSU, both the Universities signed an MOU on Oct 18, 2006 to seek enhanced academic cooperation of mutual benefit to both institutions.


In pursuance of the MOU, it is proposed to develop twining degree programme, exchange of faculty and student and undertake collaborative research projects. The areas of work plan proposed are Biotechnology, Water Resources Management and Irrigation and Food processing and Safety. Under twining degree programme it is proposed to exchange atleast one student annually, preferably in one of the above proposed areas. The student would undertake course work in the parent university and research work in the host University.


Exchange of academic staff is proposed for short term and group training in the area of Biotechnology, Water resources Management and Irrigation and Food Processing and Safety. Undertaking joint collaborative research project in the area of Water resources Management and Irrigation and Food Processing and Safety is also proposed. For there projects it is proposed to seek funding support of national and international agencies including Indo – US Agricultural Knowledge Initiative.

From the above proposed work plan both the universities stand to gain in terms of maximizing outcome from the existing strength individually. It is expected that there will be greater knowledge pool for energizing educational research and technology for productivity and profitability enhancement through sustainable agricultural production.
Implementation Schedule
The salary, travel cost, per diem and health insurance for training and academic staff exchange is to be borne by the parent University. The host university is to provide access to facilities and meet cost of events, bench fee and logistics including boarding, lodging, local transport. 
For student exchange / twining degree programme  the parent university is to meet travel cost, whereas fellowship, academic fee, bench fee and logistics including boarding, lodging and local transport to be provided by the host University.
Costs
	Sr.
	Activity
	MPUAT
	KSU

	1.
	Student Exchange/per student

· Travel cost

· Logistics
	
	

	2.
	Academic Staff Exchange  

· From India/per staff

· From USA/per staff
	
	

	3.
	Training cost- 

· In USA

· In India (Group)
	
	


